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Riverside Park Conservancy was founded in 1986 by New Yorkers 

who were concerned that the New York City Parks Department was not doing 

enough to support their local park. These volunteers began what has been a 

decades- long collective grassroots effort to maintain and restore Riverside 

Park. Today, 33 years later, the Conservancy has grown to be able to support 

full time gardeners and to support a robust volunteer program all year round. 

We now support the care of not only Riverside Park, but also Riverside Park 

South, Sakura Park, West Harlem Piers Park, and Fort Washington Park. 

Unfortunately, the Parks Department’s resources and staff are 

stretched thin over five boroughs. For 14 percent of the land mass in the City, 

the Parks Department sees only a half of a percentage of the City’s budget, 

and that is simply not enough. Our parks have suffered decades of degradation 

due to this chronic lack of fair funding. Unfortunately, the impact of this 

neglect is often felt even harder in communities of color and low income 

areas, and aggravates existing issues of park equity. Parks are not a luxury 

item, and should be treated and funded as essential public infrastructure. All 

New Yorkers – both the human and non-human species – count on these 

spaces for our health and survival. Indeed, the condition of these green spaces 

determines the City’s resilience in the face of climate change and the region’s 

overall ecological health.  

Riverside Park Conservancy is sustained entirely by private donations 

– in fact, nearly half of Riverside Park’s annual operating budget is privately 

funded. This is a testament to how well-loved the Park is by its neighbors, and 

how much New Yorkers care. But it is also indicative of some major 

imbalances and inequalities present in our City, as not every community has 

the resources to volunteer time or donate money to sustain a conservancy for 

their own beloved park.  

And even with a dedicated conservancy, Riverside Park has 

maintenance gaps, crumbling infrastructure, and only two staff members from 

the City of New York who are dedicated to providing horticultural care. Like 

most parks in this City, we need more support. We are proud to be part of the 

Play Fair coalition, and ask City Hall to do more this year, and the following 

years. It is time to prioritize our public parks and to ensure every New Yorker 

has access to a safe, well cared-for park in their community.  
 


