


Our Mission
From 59th Street to 181st Street,
from riverfront to city-side, we 
care for and enhance six miles 
of parkland for present and 
future generations. Working
together with the New York 
City Parks Department, we 
make improvements as 
diverse as the Park itself 
and the city it serves.
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It’s an exciting time to come onboard! In the last few years, the Conservancy has grown by leaps
and bounds. What was once a grassroots organization now employs over 50 full-time professionals
whose skills and talents are having a transformative effect on our 6-mile park, from 59th Street all
the way up to the George Washington Bridge. 
 
Our staff work alongside the NYC Parks Department and hundreds of volunteers to care for 400
acres of beloved public green space. In addition to maintaining our landscapes, sports fields, and
dog runs, last year this team produced over 250 free public programs, hosted 1,600 young people at
our summer sports camp, and trained the next generation of ecological stewards through our Teen
Corps summer internships. We also launched a bold new Sustainability Initiative to keep bringing
more climate-forward innovations to our operation. 
 
While we relish these successes, our work is always “in progress,” with much more on the horizon.  In
that spirit, I’m pleased to share the Conservancy’s 2022 Year in Review - and I look forward to a
long, exciting future with this remarkable organization! 

Warm Words from
Our New President
Hello friends! 

Since joining Riverside Park Conservancy in September, I’ve been so
inspired by the depth and complexity of our work. Our staff and
volunteers continuously impress me with their creativity, flexibility, and
commitment to making the park beautiful and welcoming for everyone. 

Merritt Birnbaum
President & CEO



Stretching nearly half the
length of Manhattan, our
green space encompasses
five spectacular parks. 

We are the “neighborhood
park” for dozens of
neighborhoods that reflect
the diversity and vibrancy of
New York City. 
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Our Gardeners at Work

23 horticultural team members native plants added3,200

Through our Zone Gardener program, staff are given primary responsibility for
their own specific areas within the park, ensuring that each unique landscape
receives sensitive, attuned care from a dedicated professional.

400 acres cared for by staff 

In 2022, Conservancy
gardeners removed tens of
thousands of harmful invasive
plants and restored
landscaped and natural areas
with new native plantings.



Supported by our
Zone Gardeners

Volunteer Strong

360
dedicated individual volunteers

20,500
hours from individuals

4,200
volunteers in groups

9,500
hours from volunteer groups

In 2022, the Conservancy benefited from thousands of individuals, schools,
companies, community groups, and others who rolled up their sleeves to help keep
the Park clean and green.



Supported by our
Zone Gardeners

Up and down our 6 miles, our team cared for more than three dozen unique
recreational areas. Hundreds of thousands of human visitors and their four-
legged friends enjoyed these spaces for play every day.

A Place for Play

16 playgrounds

6 dog runs

17 sports fields

The Conservancy
created a new dedicated
ballfields crew this year
to provide specialized
daily care for our natural
turf and synthetic fields.



Summer on the Hudson

254
free public events

43,990
event attendees

2022 Season Highlights:

Silent Disco

Sunset Sounds and
Saxophone Summit 

Art en Plein Air 
Students of all ages enjoyed a new
observational drawing class at the
picturesque 91st Street Garden,
taught by an instructor from the Art
Students League.

This summer, over 1,200 people came
to Pier I to get their grooves on
(quietly) at a headphone dance party
under the stars!

A new partnership with the Jazz
Foundation of America allowed us to
expand our concert offerings across
the Park, including jazz ensembles in
beautiful sunset settings.

From dance parties and film screenings, to fitness classes and bird-watching, to
bingo nights and family festivals - our diverse free public programming had
something for everyone this year!



Supported by our
Zone Gardeners

1,600
campers playing 6 different sports

 $253,000
scholarship assistance provided

Volleyball
premiered as a new sport option

Fort Washington
debuted as a new camp location!

Sports Camp
2022 was our 10th and most popular session for our multi-sport camp, providing
kids from all over the City with fun, high quality soccer, tennis, basketball,
baseball, flag football and volleyball.



Tennis in the Park

40,000
players at the 96th St Clay Courts

10 sunset concerts at the courts

119th Street
Courts

Fort Washington
Courts
174th Street tennis lessons for the community 

Recently resurfaced thanks to NY State
Assemblymember Danny O'Donnell

Plus, classes, ladders and
tournaments all season long!

Before After

Through our subsidiary, the Riverside Clay Tennis Association, we operated and
maintained 10 beautiful clay courts for public use at 96th Street. And in 2022, we
expanded our commitment to the Park's two other tennis facilities with much
needed repairs and programming.

Photo by Meg Goldman



3 staff are leading our first ever
Sustainability team

200
engaged in shoreline clean up, habitat maintenance
and experiential learning activities

Sustainability Initiative

individuals of all ages 

Collaborators include:
Billion Oyster Project
Waterfront Alliance
Harlem Boys and Girls Club
Brotherhood Sister Sol
WE ACT for Environmental Justice

"Our entire staff has been
involved in envisioning what
sustainable park management
looks like and how we can take
meaningful steps to realize it for
Riverside Park."

In 2022, we created a new Sustainability Department. This team works across
departments to implement sustainable practices, in addition to conducting
research, education and community outreach. Thanks to their efforts, the
Conservancy is poised to become a leader in sustainable park management.

-Anastasia Galkowski,
Sustainability Manager



---

Teen Corps

hours

“Overall, Teen Corps was a
wonderful summer experience,
and it has prepared me well for
whatever is next in my career. I
feel proud of all of the skills I
have worked hard to develop,
and I really enjoyed spending
50 hours outside in the park."

-2022 Teen Corps Participant

Local high school students from West Harlem gained hands-on learning
experiences through this paid summer internship program centered around
horticulture, park maintenance and environmental justice.

18 youth participants

8 weeks of restoration projects
completed alongside
Conservancy staff



1000s--- hours

Goatham
The Park’s beloved goats returned for another year of eating invasive plants on
a hilly slope at 120th Street. While the goats ate 25% of their body weight each
day, they also drew more attention to our forest restoration efforts.

4 hungry goats

event attendees
excited to learn about the goats and the
important ecological work they do

1000+



--- hours

Pollinator Initiative
We strengthened our commitment to the Park’s pollinators - bees, butterflies,
bats, and other essential creatures - through the creation of intentional habitat
and spaces for them to survive and thrive.

5 bee houses placed
across the Park

5 pollinator gardens
and meadows tended

We celebrated our pollinator spaces
throughout the year on social media
and through physical park signage.



Park Improvements

Fully reconstructed
the deteriorated 83rd
Street Stairs:

Replaced degraded
safety surface at the 148th
Street Tot Lot:

Created new pollinator
meadows to increase
biodiversity:

The Conservancy is increasingly able to tackle much-needed capital repairs
and new landscape projects. Thanks to the support of our generous donors, we
completed several major projects quickly and effectively in 2022.

After

Before

Ft Washington Park

Riverside Park SouthBefore

After



2%
Government

engaged in educational shoreline clean up and habitat
maintenance and experiential learning activities

FY22 Finances
Revenue Expenses

51%
Public
Contributions

21%
Riverside Park South
Building Assoc

20%
Camp & Tennis
Program Fees

22%
Programs

9%
Management
and General5%

Fundraising

5%
Special Events

1%
Other

$10.1M $9.7M
9%
Design &
Construction

55%
Field

Operations



engaged in educational shoreline clean up and habitat
maintenance and experiential learning activities

2022 Donors
$100,000 +
Anonymous
Blackstone Charitable Foundation
The Estate of Theresa Johnson
Mark and Lisa Schwartz
The Thompson Family Foundation, Inc.

$25,000 - $99,999
Anahata Foundation
Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen Foundation
Lori Bassman, MD and Harley Bassman
Lawrence Caplan, MD and Dorlene Kaplan
Donald C. Brace Foundation
El Sol Contracting & Construction Corp.
Martha A. Escobar and Sandor G. Lehoczky
Margery E. Feldberg and Jeremy Levin
David and Deedy Goldstick
Margaret Holen and David Coulson
The Jaharis Family Foundation
David Kornacker and Janet Harris
Peter and Ellen LaFleche
Joshua Lehrer and Jeffrey Seller
Leon Lowenstein Foundation
Lawrence and Dana Linden
Lara and Darius Mehraban
The Pinkerton Foundation
Jefrey Pollock and Deborah Brown
The Estate of Karol M. Sokol
Joseph Tansey and Sue Lin Tansey
Richard Wells
West Side Little League

$10,000 - $24,999
Arthur Adler and Adrienne Cooper
Shikha Bhakoo
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Capital Group Co. Charitable Foundation
Charina Foundation
Anthony J. Colella
Consolidated Edison Company of New York, Inc.
Michael Cunningham and Catherine Woods
Susan Curtis
Catherine Cuthell
Andrew Ehrlich and Tania Brief
Calvin and Alice Eng
First Republic Bank
Greenacre Foundation
Greenberg Traurig Philanthropic Fund
Jean Grosser
Jan Hatzius
Ryan and Sara Hinkle
Mary Howard
Daniel Jacoff
Andrea V. Krantz and Harvey M. Sawikin
Micah Lasher and Elizabeth Mann
Peter J. Hornick and Liz Leahy
Leo Model Foundation, Inc.
Eric Liaw and Ji Heun Lee
Lily Auchincloss Foundation, Inc.
The Mai Family Foundation
Thomas and Musa Mayer
Elizabeth A. McNamara and Barbara Presley Noble
Blake Middleton and Martha Eddy
The Miller Foundation



engaged in educational shoreline clean up and habitat
maintenance and experiential learning activities

$10,000 - $24,999 continued
Susan Moldow
Morgan Stanley Foundation
Alexis Offen and Aaron Beim
Open Society Institute
Sidney Ouyang
Morris and Mary Jane Rossabi
Florence L. Seligman
Mary Frances Shaughnessy
The Sidley Austin Foundation
Simplify Asset Management
The Ted Snowdon Foundation
Jacqueline Ullendorff
Universal Television LLC
Hendrik Uyttendaele
West Harlem Development Corp.
Wolters Kluwer
Fareed Zakaria

$5,000-$9,999
222 Riverside Drive Condominium
Robin Aronow and Dennis M. Adler
Maysa Ashhab
Joy Axelrad and Michael I. Jacoby
Pamela Bankert
Jay Bauer and Jennifer Steele
BBVA
John Beall
Stuart Bergen
Big Sunday
Gary Blitz

Patricia Carabello
Centerbridge Partners, LLP
Laura Coraci
Naomi Donnelley
Douglas Durst
George Eberstadt and Cynthia Young
Wafaa M. El-Sadr
Beau Everett
Jean and Charles Frank
Paul H. Froehlich
Gail M. Gerhart
Mill Gleckler
Alex Golten
Alain Groenendaal
Ben and Hilary Harris
Christopher and Olga Hartwell
Neil Horner and Madeleine Sinclair
Illuminated Foundation
Burton Kassell
Richard and Laura Katz
Thomas L. Kempner
Gail and Victor Khosla
Elga and James Killinger
John D. Kimelman
KKR & Co, Inc.
Usha Kumar
Rose and Chuck Leitner
Karen Lessing
Jerry and Carol Levin
Nancy W. Lian
Charles F. Lowrey, Jr. and Susan Rodriguez

2022 Donors continued



engaged in educational shoreline clean up and habitat
maintenance and experiential learning activities

$5,000-$9,999 continued
May & Samuel Rudin Family Foundation, Inc.
Amy McIntosh and Jeffrey Toobin
Charles E. McKinney and Susan Chin
H. Roemer and Constance McPhee
Philip and Chantal Meldrum
Meridian Capital
Glen and Cathy Miranker
Christina Mott
Karen Mulvey
Amy Nederlander
Novalsys, Inc.
Carol A. Paik and Daniel Slifkin
Avril Perry
Julie Persily
David Pozen and Jessica Bulman-Pozen
Pat De Rousie-Webb
Marian Russo
Alan D. Seget
Edward Seidman
Shiseido
leslie Shreve
Rebecca Simmons
Jeffrey Simon and Michelle Vargas
Megan Smith
Paul B. Spraos and Brette E. Popper
Stanley and Lucy Lopata Charitable Foundation
Amy Stavis
John Stellar
Christopher Taggart and Tim Roberts
Tiger Baron Foundation
Coralie Toevs

United Talent Agency
Visit.org, Inc.
Petra Vospernik
Joseph L. Weiman
Weld Foundation
Lori Wigmore
Nia Yancopoulos
John C. Young
Mariano Zimmler

$1,000-$4,999
194 Riverside Owners Corp.
Mark and Leslie Aaron
Thomas B. Adams
Nicole Agnew
Roger Alcaly and Helen Bodian
Karl Anderson
Apple Inc.
Randall Arthur
S. Dianne Balfour and G. Carlton Adkins
Caryl Hudson Baron
Bradford and Amy Barr
Nick and Leslie Bazos
Belkin Burden Goldman, LLP
James Benson
Melissa Benzuly and Jonathan Schaffzin
Eric and Elizabeth Berman
Richard Bernstein
Sasha Blair-Goldensohn
Rebecca Blank
Vincent Blasi and Nancy Gilmartin-Blasi
David and Jill Blaustein

2022 Donors continued



engaged in educational shoreline clean up and habitat
maintenance and experiential learning activities

$1,000-$4,999 continued
Bloomingdale Aging In Place
Jeff Blum
Lili Leki Bohan-Lekanides
Dan Bragg and Cyndy Cecil Bragg
Lisa Braun
David A. Brauner
Peter Bregman
Richard and Sherry Briffault
Marlys Bromberg
Larry and Lisa Brown
Nikki Mintz Brown and Daniel Savage
The Calhoun School
Rochelle Campbell
Mark and Barbara Cane
Matthew and Jessica Carballal
Sarah Leshner Carvalho and Rodrigo Carvalho
Michael N. Cha
Brian and Sooyun Chan
Lilian Chance
Laura J. Chang
Nerou Cheng
Dionne Chingkoe
David W. Choi and Hyokon Choi
City Parks Foundation
Linda and John Clarke
Sybil Cohen
Nick Cohen
Mark Coleman and Susan Ramer
Columbia University
Connor Group
Bruce and Nancy Cooper
Ryan Costanzo

Denise L. Cote
Marshall and Nathalie Cox
David Cummins
Dana Foundation
Lawrence and Susan Daniels
Robert Davis
Jessica de Kertanguy
Delicious Dessert Charitable Fund
Carol J. Dempster
Pamela DePace
Keshiv Desai and Nilam Agrawal-Desai
DiSalvo Foundation
William Donnell
The Doris and Stanley Tananbaum Foundation
Mary Pat Draddy and Jonathan Rosenshine
Tara Dwyer
Peter and Camille Ehrenberg
Eisner Amper LLP
Louis and Beatrice Epstein
Joel K. Erickson
Elliot Evans and Karen S. Rubinson
Kate Ferguson and Robert M. Hirsh
Giovanni Ferrari
Lincoln P. Field
Geoffrey and Linda Field
Scott Fine and Nina Fischer
Robert and Linda Foran
Jamie and Eric Foran
Marc and Lois Freedman
Peter and Martha Galasinao
Ms. Kristin Gamble
Ellen Garber
Jeannette Gardner and Randy Hugill
Matthew Gatto

2022 Donors continued



engaged in educational shoreline clean up and habitat
maintenance and experiential learning activities

$1,000-$4,999 continued
Sergey Gerasimov
B. deRacey Gilbert
Barrie Gillies
Robert and Despina Gimbel
Bob Ginsberg
Givinga Foundation
James G. Glasgow, Jr.
Dorothy F. Glass
The Glickenhaus Foundation
Catherine Morrison Golden
Davidson Goldin and Elizabeth Goldin
Jerome and Dorothy Goldstein
Edward and Elizabeth Gonzalez
James and Wendy Gorman
Robert and Trudy Gottesman
William and Emily Gottlieb
Joanne Greenspun
Juli Robbins Greenwald
Michelle Grobman
John and Ila Gross
Andy Ham
Claudia Hamilton and Jon Hlafter
Michael Handell
Brian Hargrove and David Hyde Pierce
Scott and Sara Harris
Martha A. Harriss
Duncan Hau
Jennifer Herring and Fernand Brunschwig
Weston M. Hicks and Ann L. Hicks
Angeline J. Huang and Mark G. Higgins
Kate Hillis
Ellen M. Hopkins and Thomas L. Phillips

Huron Consulting Group
Michael Hymes
Steven and Ellen Ingerman
Barton and Sharon Inkeles
Raphael G. Jacobs
Karen E. Jewett
JKR Partners, LLC
John Perez Locations, Inc.
Michael and Rachel Judlowe
Richard F. Kadlick
Kagan Lubic Lepper Finkelstein & Gold, LLP
Gilbert and Rebecca Kerlin
Simon Kim
Paul Kim
Indra Klavins
Lynn Klein
Robert C. Knapp
Knopman Marks Financial Training
Lisa J. Kohl, Ph.D.
Melodee Kornacker
Barry Kramer and Donna W. Zalichin
Janet Kraus and Bruce Palmer
Sarah Krohn
Anne Kunstler
Amanda Lansky
John Lantis
Carlene C. Laughlin
Estelle Leeds
Martha K. Levin
Peter and Anna Levin
Richard H. Levy and Lorraine Gallard
Joseph and Phyllis Lisanti
The Litt Family Foundation

2022 Donors continued



engaged in educational shoreline clean up and habitat
maintenance and experiential learning activities

$1,000-$4,999 continued
Maria Lizardo
Elizabeth London
Catherine Madigan
Lynn Mandel-Hall
Annette Marcus
Eve Rachel Markewich
Amanda Marsted and Jose Cruz-Osorio
Joshua Marwell and Chitra Bopardikar
Jonathan May
Christopher Mayer and Linda S. Martinson
David Mark McAlpin
Jane McIntosh and Thomas Stedina
Mega Moo Inc.
Barbara Sena Mensch and Mark Evans
Barbara Duberstein Messer
Anton Metlitsky
Stephen and Evalyn Milman
Jeffrey and Deborah Moelis
James Moore
Katherine Mullen
Christian Murck
Carolyn J. Murray and Bradley I. Abelow
Alan Myers and Nina Sumers Myers
Ronni Neeman
Daniel and Arlene Neiditz
The Neuberger Berman Foundation
N.J. and Llewellyn Nicholas
Heidi Nitze
Mary E. O'Brien, MD
Max Osa
Trisha Ostergaard
Patricia L. Pacelli and Eric Wepsic

Dawn Palo and Tacho Sandoval
James Panero and Dara Mandle
Sylvia Parker
Michael Parley
Partners Capital Investment Firm
Patricia Patel
Sarah Paul and Michael Miller
Fabienne Peyrat and Farboud Tavangar
The Phan Molloy Family Fund
Judith Pincus and Conan Freud
Xavier and Penelope Pi-Sunyer
Prudential
Sheila Rabinowitch
Michelle Rand
Michael and Tracy Ranson
Alison Bruce Rea
Hugh Regan
Jeffery S. Reich
Katharine C. Rice and Peter Frishauf
Takako Asakawa Richards
Tom Riggs
Cathy Rimsky
River Bend Construction Corp.
Riverkeeper, Inc.
The Riverside Company
Isabel Sloane and Drew Robbins
Judith Robins
Rockefeller Capital Management
Sidney and Linda Rosdeitcher
Frances Rosenfeld and David Auburn
Jeff and Kellye Rosenheim
James Rubin
Marc and Jen Salzberg
Kirsten Sandberg

2022 Donors continued



engaged in educational shoreline clean up and habitat
maintenance and experiential learning activities

$1,000-$4,999 continued
Patricia Sapinsley
Suzanne Schecter
Robin Scheman and Sam Litvin
Julian and Ruth Schroeder
Richard Schulman
Elizabeth Schulte
The Schultz Foundation
Dinah Seiver and Thomas E. Foster
Michael and Margot Shapiro
Chaye Zuckerman Shapot
Timothy Shepard and Andra Georges
Zelda Sherman
Diana Shih and Benoit J. Jadoul
Jennifer Shotwell
Matthew Siegel
Laura Silber
Nancy Cummins Silverman
Noah Silverman and Betsy Silverman
David Smiley and Lauren Kogod
David Solis-Cohen, III
Joshua and Geula Solomon
Jonah and Katherine Sonnenborn
Alan Spalter
Steger Family Foundation, Inc.
Robert and Hilary Steinman
Susan C. Stevens and Samuel James
Charlene Su
David Summers
Ilene R. Sunshine and Robert Hamburger
Sai Satav Swarup
The Taft Foundation
David Tarnowski
Sara Tecchia
Fen Yee Teh

Jean Telljohann
Daniel Terrasi and Mary Pagnotta
Rachel Theilheimer
Sally Ann Thurston
Tightrope Productions
My Chi To
Alan and Katherine Trager
Jennifer Tse
John F. Tweddle
Matthew Vance
Theodora Vardis
David Vener
Roy and Robin Villa
Michael Volkovitsch
Guido Vollenweider and Letitia Vollenweider-Mumford
Voya Financial
Claudia Wagner and Elmo Lebowitz
Kate Walbert
Susan Waterfall
Heather Watts and Damian Woetzel
Robert L. Weigel and Terry Barchenko Weigel
Ellen V. Weissman
Wellington Shields & CO, LLC
West Side Montessori School
Dana and Mark Wiedman
Alan P. Winters
Pauline Wittenberg
Mary E. Wohl
Gretchen Wold
Shiri Wolf
Phyllis Jean Wolf
Anne Marie Yarwood
Stanley and Judith Zabar
Susan Zohn
Adam Zoia
Daniel Zubkoff and Pauline Lee

2022 Donors continued



Board
Micah Lasher
Margaret Holen
John L. Mascialino
Eric Liaw
Maria Lizardo
Lara Shalov Mehraban
Neil Horner
Lori Lennon Bassman
Victoria Benitez
Deborah A. Brown
Nnaji Campbell
Sarah Leshner Carvalho
Susan Curtis
Robert J. Epstein

Angela Fernandez
David Goldstick
Peter J. Hornick
Andrea Krantz 
Josh Lehrer
Jane McIntosh
Elizabeth A. McNamara 
Y. Christopher Michel
Blake Middleton
Catherine Morrison Golden
Alexis Offen
Mary Frances Shaughnessy
Joseph Tansey
Adam Zoia

Chair

Vice Chair

Vice Chair

Vice Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Treasurer

Merritt Birnbaum
John Herrold
Sue Donoghue
Anthony Perez
Mark Levine

Ex Officio
President & CEO, Riverside Park Conservancy

Riverside Park Administrator, NYC Department of Parks & Recreation

Commissioner, NYC Department of Parks & Recreation

Manhattan Borough Commissioner, NYC Department of Parks & Recreation

Manhattan Borough President

Immediate
past chair



2022 in Pictures



Let's Stay
Connected

riversideparknyc.org

riverside.park.conservancy

riversideparkNY

riversideparkNYC

riversideparkNYC


